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Letter from Father Sébastien Rasles, Mis-
sionary of the Society of Jesus in New
France, to Monsieur his Brother.

NARANTSOUAK,
this 12th of October, 1723.
ONSIEUR AND VERY DEAR BROTHER,
M The peace of Our Lord.

I can no longer refuse the affectionate en-
treaties which you have made, in all your letters,
that I would inform you somewhat in detail of my
occupations, and of the character of the Savage
Tribes in the midst of which Providence has placed
me for so many years. I do it the more gladly
because, in complying with such earnest desires on
your part, I satisfy even more your affection than
your curiosity.

It was the 23rd of July in the year 1689, when I
set sail from la Rochelle; and, after a fairly pros-
perous voyage of three months, I arrived at Quebec
on the 13th of October in the same year. I devoted
myself at first to learning the language of our
Savages. This language is very difficult; for it is
not sufficient to study its terms and their significa-
tion, and to acquire a supply of words and phrases,—
it is further necessary to know the turn and arrange-
ment that the Savages give them, which can hardly
ever be caught except by familiar and frequent inter-
course with these tribes.

I then went to dwell in a Village of the Aédnakis



